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Confirmation No.: 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) DEC 2 2 2003 



Technology Center 2600 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, attached hereto is a copy of Form PTO/SB/08 
and copies of the documents listed thereon. 

In accordance with MPEP Sections 609 and 707.05(b), it is requested that each 
document cited (including any cited in applicant's specification which is not repeated on the 
attached Form PTO/SB/08) be given thorough consideration and that it be cited of record in the 
prosecution history of the present application by initialing Form PTO/SB/08 next to the document. 
Such initialing is requested even if the Examiner does not consider a cited document to be 
sufficiently pertinent to use in a rejection, or otherwise does not consider it to be prior art for any 
reason, or even if the Examiner does not believe that the guidelines for citation have been fully 
complied with. This is requested so that each document becomes listed on the face of the patent 
issuing on the present application. This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing 
date of a first Office Action on the merits as far as is known to the undersigned (37 CFR 1.97(b)(3)). 
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Documents JP 5-003441 and JP 7-115605 are not in the English language. In 
accordance with 1.98(c), Applicant states: 

The requirement for concise explanation of relevance of documents JP 5-003441 and JP 
7-1 15605 are satisfied by the attached translation of the abstract (see MPEP § 609 A(3)(x)). 



In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 



shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an admission that any patent, publication or other 
information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed documents. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency of up to $300.00 or credit any 
excess in this fee to Deposit Account No. 04-0100. 

Dated: December 16, 2003 Respectfully submitted, 
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